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October17, 2003

VIA ELECTRONICFILING

Ms. MarleneH. Dortch
Secretary
FederalCommunicationsCommission
445 Twelfth Street,S. W. — RoomTWB-204
Washington,D. C. 20554

Re: Exparte,CC DocketNo. 96-149,VerizonPetitionfor Forbearancefrom
theProhibitionofsharingOperating,Installation,andMaintenance
FunctionsUnderSection53.203(a)(2)oftheCommission’sRules

DearMs. Dortch:

On Thursday,October16, 2003, RobertQuinn andI, representingAT&T, met
with ChristopherLibertelli, LegalAdvisorto ChairmanMichaelPowell. Thepurpose
ofthemeetingwasto reviewAT&T’s positionin the above-captionedproceeding.
Specifically,wediscussed(1) Verizon’s requestthattheCommissiontakeactionthat
Section10(d)of theCommunicationsAct expresslyforbids, (2) Verizon’s failureto
produceany credibleevidencethat theOI&M safeguardhasimposedanycostson
Verizon,and (3) thatno matterhow costlycompliancewith theOI&M safeguardsis
claimedto be, solong asthereis a“strongconnection”betweenthosesafeguardsand
theprotectionoflong distancecompetition,theyare“necessary”within themeaningof
Section10 andforbearancemaynot be granted.Eachoftheseissuesis discussedfully
in theattachedwrittenex partesubmissionspreviouslyfiled with theCommission.

In addition,wediscussedourview that Section10(d)oftheCommunications
Act categoricallyforbidstheCommissionfrom forbearingfrom therequirementsof
section251(c) andsection271 until theCommission“determinesthat those
requirementshavebeenfully implemented.”This plain statutorylanguagemeansthat
theCommissioncannotsimply permit Verizon’spetitionto be “deemed”grantedby
theCommissionundersection10(c) by failing to acton it in thetime periodspecified
by section10(c). Section10(d) is anexpress“limitation” on thescopeofsection10,
andunambiguouslyrequiresthattheCommission“determine” that the“requirements”
of section251(c) andsection271 haveinfact “beenfully implemented”before
forbearancefrom a requirementof thoseprovisionsbegranted,whetherexpressly



grantedby Commissionactionundersection10(a)or“deemed”grantedby
Commission’sinactionundersection10(c).

Consistentwith Section1.1206oftheCommission’srules, lam filing one
electroniccopyofthis noticeandrequestthatyou place it in therecordoftheabove-
captionedproceeding.

Sincerely,

ATTACHMENTS

cc: C. Libertelli


